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INTRODUCTION: 


Human Settlements is discussed in Chapter 7 of Agenda 21. Here it is noted that, in industrialized countries, the consumption patterns of cities are placing severe stress on the global ecosystem, while settlements in the developing world need more raw material, energy and economic development simply to overcome basic economic and social problems. 
Countries need to take a more integrated approach to development, with high priority being given to the needs of the urban and rural poor, the unemployed and the growing number of people without any source of income. At the same time, greater external assistance is needed to help generate the internal resources needed to improve the living and working environments of all people by the year 2000 and beyond. 


The overall human settlement objective is to improve the social, economic and environmental quality of human settlements and the living and working environments of all people, in particular the urban and rural poor. Such improvement should be based on technical cooperation activities, partnerships among the public, private and community sectors and participation in the decision-making process by community groups and special interest groups such as women, indigenous people, the elderly and the disabled. These approaches should form the core principles of national settlement strategies. In developing these strategies, countries will need to set priorities among the eight programme areas in this chapter in accordance with their national plans and objectives, taking fully into account their social and cultural capabilities. Furthermore, countries should make appropriate provision to monitor the impact of their strategies on marginalized and disenfranchised groups, with particular reference to the needs of women.
Profile of the Nigerian Economy 
The economy is essentially mono-product
Oil earnings contribute over 90% to the total forex receipts
Agriculture accounts for over 43% of the GDP
Major trading partners are USA, UK, Germany etc.
The population employed in Agricultural sector is about 56%
The Naira/Dollar exchange rate is N111.7/US$ 

National Housing Policy 
The National Housing Policy was launched in 1991 in response to the global strategy for shelter, Agenda 21
It is aimed at achieving sustainable human settlement development 
Different barriers facing the Policy.
However, housing development policies are skewed in favour of those in the middle and upper income bracket 
Proposed housing development for the poor are either not sufficient, or hijacked by the rich since most poor cannot afford the cost of acquisition. 

The urban poor live as tenants in overcrowded and dilapidated slums or as squatters in dilapidated structures 
Current Government strategies at maintaining sustainable human settlements include:
Squatter upgrading, although more of relocation and demolition
Site and services projects
Private sector approach to sustainable human settlement views the city as a commodity, the value of which must be maximized
The public sector views the city in terms of its use-value as a place to live and produce (social responsibility)
The strong demand for urban land tend to favour large scale businesses over the poor informal sector
This contrasts with the Global Strategy for Shelter which recognizes the contribution of the informal sector as the engine of economic growth and development
The current trend is towards having a co-ordinated approach to housing the poor through a joint effort by the public and private sectors and by the community. Although there is no consensus yet
However, the success rate in this regard is minimal. 


Housing of the poor in the developing countries has been the focus of the international 

development debates for almost half a century. The world has become urbanised and it is an irreversible process. This has resulted in a tremendous pressure on the formal housing delivery sector worldwide. Although the issue of sustainable development has been part of the global debate for more than two decades, the interaction between sustainability and urban 

housing has not been discussed in great detail, until the 1990s. 
The primary aim of this paper is to provide an overview of a range environmental devastation in Human Settlement patterns caused by oil exploration in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria.
THE NIGER DELTA SITUATION The Niger Delta region of Nigeria is the South South region of the country surrounded by rivers, in a swampy terrain, predominantly occupied by the Ijaw ethnic group and smaller groups like the Ogoni, Okrika, Kalabari, Ekpeye, Ibibio, Anang, Urhobo, Itsekiri etc. It is richly blessed with the major foreign exchange earning natural resources of the country: crude oil and gas. The problems experienced in the Niger Delta today are anchored in the discovery and subsequent exploration and exploitation of this crude oil. 


(The scale of the problem) 

In addition to the direct pollution caused by oil production, the oil industry has had a profound effect on the environment of the Niger Delta through the infrastructure constructed to support oil exploration and production, and the immigration from other parts of Nigeria that has followed the economic opportunities provided by oil. Oil companies have constructed roads or dredged canals to their well heads and flow stations, and in some cases have built roads specifically for communities (though often communities are bypassed by roads to oil facilities). These thoroughfares and others built by the Nigerian government with oil money and partly for the benefit of the oil industry have improved transportation dramatically in dry land areas of the delta region, and so increased economic activity in the affected communities, but at the same time roads have allowed cultivation and hunting in previously pristine forest and increased commercial logging activities. With the influx of comparatively rich, and almost all male, workers from the well-paid oil industry elite, has also come increased prostitution in previously isolated and stable communities. 
The lines cleared of vegetation for oil pipelines or seismic surveys also become informal roads, which, though not paved, allow foot access for hunters into previously inaccessible forest regions. Although seismic lines are only needed temporarily and growth regenerates quickly in dry land and freshwater areas, mangrove forests have a very slow regeneration rate. Seismic lines a few meters wide cut through mangrove decades ago are still visible from the air: SPDC estimated in 1993 that since it had started operations onshore, 60,000 kilometers of seismic line had been cut, of which 39,000 kilometers were through mangrove; forthcoming three-dimensional surveys planned would cut a further 31,380 kilometers, of which 17,400 were to be through mangrove. According to Shell, "In densely populated or environmentally sensitive areas, where explosions are not practical, vibrator trucks are used" rather than dynamite, which is used in "remote areas." However, Human Rights Watch visited several villages in Nigeria where dynamiting had taken place very close to human habitations, in some cases reportedly causing cracks in the walls of houses nearby. 

Roads and canals built by the oil companies can also be destructive in a more direct way than simply by promoting the mixed blessing of human access. In a number of cases, roads have been built on causeways across seasonally flooded plains, whose ecology depends on the changing hydrological conditions. Unless proper culverts are built under the causeways, as is all too often not the case, the drainage of the area is affected, causing permanent flooding on one side of the road and the drying out of the other. As a result, trees die, fishponds are destroyed, and seasonal fishing completely disrupted, often destroying a significant percentage of the income derived by local communities from the land or even the entire livelihood of some families. 

A typical case is that of Gbaran oil field in Rivers State. In 1991, a causeway to carry a road to the well heads was built on behalf of SPDC by Willbros West Africa Inc, a contractor to the oil industry with headquarters in the U.S. that has been involved in a number of incidents where protesters at the work they have been carrying out have been assaulted or killed by Nigerian security forces. According to local people, the causeway initially had no passages for water to pass underneath, blocking the drainage channel. Although, following protests from community members and environmental groups, culverts were eventually constructed, they were poorly designed, and the drainage of the area is still disturbed. Trees and other vegetation over a wide area have died from waterlogging, and seasonal fishing grounds have been destroyed, causing substantial economic damage to those whose land was affected. At the time the culverts were cut, a young girl drowned when her canoe was capsized by the turbulence caused by the draining of the lake that had developed. Farmers in Obite, Rivers State, in the Obagi oil field operated by Elf, also complained of flooding to Human Rights Watch. 

Canals can also disrupt delicate hydrological systems, especially when they are constructed in the border zone between fresh water and brackish water in the riverine areas. Such disruption can destroy long-established fishing grounds. A canal dug by Chevron near the remote village of Awoye, Ilaje/Ese-Odo local government area, Ondo State, has reportedly caused or accelerated erosion by the sea and has also destroyed the local hydrological system by allowing salt water into previous fresh water areas, creating a saltwater marsh in place of much higher biodiversity freshwater swamp. As a consequence, traditional fishing grounds and sources of drinking water have been wiped out: the damage is described by one expert on the Niger Delta environment as "one of the most extreme cases of habitat destruction" in the delta. 

Dredging destroys the ecology of the dredged area and the area where the spoils are dumped. Although dredged material is in principle dumped on land, some of it will inevitably slip back into the water, increasing turbidity, reducing sunlight penetration and thus plant life, and possibly driving away fish. Dredged materials in mangrove areas will turn acidic once exposed to oxygen, and silt dredged as a result of canalization and dumped on cultivated levees can decreasefarm yields. Similarly, drilling for oil produces waste, largely mud, which in itself is relatively harmless, but in the large quantities produced can cause problems by changing acidity or saline levels of the soil or water, and by increasing turbidity of the water.Site preparation for drilling often involves clearance of vegetation and dredging in the riverine areas. 

Oil facilities can also prove hazardous in other ways. Flow stations and other facilities are often inadequately fenced. In Esit Eket, Akwa Ibom State, local residents told Human Rights Watch in July 1997 that five children had drowned since the beginning of the year in an unfenced flooded pit, roughly two meters by one meter, where SPDC used to have a "christmas tree" well head. They said no compensation from Shell had been paid for these deaths. 


Gas Flaring 
Nigeria flares more gas than any other country in the world: approximately 75 percent of total gas production in Nigeria is flared, and about 95 percent of the "associated gas" which is produced as a by-product of crude oil extraction from reservoirs in which oil and gas are mixed. About half this gas is flared by SPDC, in line with its share of oil production. Flaring in Nigeria contributes a measurable percentage of the world's total emissions of greenhouse gases; due to the low efficiency of many of the flares much of the gas is released as methane (which has a high warming potential), rather than carbon dioxide. At the same time, the low-lying Niger Delta is particularly vulnerable to the potential effects of sea levels rising. 

In 1969, Nigerian legislation required oil companies to set up facilities to use the "associated gas" from their operations within five years of commencement of production. In 1979, further legislation set a time limit of October April 1980 for companies to develop gas utilization projects or face fines. However, without any gas utilization projects of its own, the government could not credibly enforce this legislation. After oil company lobbying, limited exemptions to this rule were granted in 1985, by an amendment and regulations which allowed flaring in certain cases; but in any event, the costs to the operating companies of ceasing flaring far outweighed the fines imposed.Fines for gas flaring were raised in January 1998 from _0.5 to _10 (U.S.11¢) for every 1,000 standard cubic feet of gas. 
During 1996, SPDC committed itself to the elimination of gas flaring at its facilities by 2008. In October 1996, Shell announced that it had awarded a U.S.$500 million contract for a new gas processing plant at Soku, Rivers State, which would supply the LNG plant at Bonny with a mixture of associated and non-associated gas. Together with two other gas facilities, at Odidi and Alscon, SPDC intends to collect 380 million standard cubic feet per day (scf/d) of associated gas, more than one third of the volume of gas currently flared by the company, before the end of the century. Chevron's Escravos gas project, the first phase of which began exporting in September 1997, is intended to reduce flaring by 40 percent from its facilities. Mobil's Bonny facility, which came on stream in July 1998 producing 50,000 bpd of LNG, collects associated gas and will reduce flaring from its Oso field. 




Many communities in the Niger Delta believe that local gas flares cause acid rain which corrodes the metal sheets used for roofing. According to Shell internal documentation, due to the low content of sulphur dioxide and nitrous oxide in the gas, it is unlikely that flaring in fact contributes to acid rain, and various studies by different consultants have failed to prove a link. One study of flares in the Niger Delta found that air, leaf and soil temperatures were increased up to eighty or one hundred meters from the stack, and species composition of vegetation was affected in the same area. However, in one case, at Utapete flow station, on the Atlantic coast near Iko village, Akwa Ibom State, a flare was sited too low, so that sea water flooded the flare pipe at high tide, vaporizing the salt and shooting it over the village. Corrosion of the roofs in Iko was shown to be faster than in other areas. In 1995, SPDC closed the flare at Utapete, shortly after local environmentalists issued a report on its effects. In other cases, inefficient technology in the flares means that many of them burn without sufficient oxygen or with small amounts of oil mixed in with the gas, creating soot that is deposited on nearby land and buildings, visibly damaging the vegetation near to the flare. Respiratory problems among children as a result are reported, but apparently unresearched. The most noticeable yet generally unremarked effect of the flares is light pollution: across the oil producing regions, the night sky is lit up by flares, that, in the rainy season, reflect luridly from the clouds. Villagers close to flares complain that this light disturbs nocturnal animals, and leave the area, making hunting more difficult. 

In some cases, gas flares are very close to communities. Shell claims that this is usually because settlements have grown up around the oil facilities; local communities dispute this claim. In any event, the flares are rarely if ever relocated, or even made safe by providing secure fencing. In July 1997, Human Rights Watch observed women climbing right into the bunded (walled) pit where a flare was burning, to spread out cassava for drying on the earth close to the flame. A malfunction in the flare or missed footing could have fatal consequences; it is also likely that the soot from the flare would contaminate the cassava.

Compensation for Land Expropriation
For oil production to take place, land is expropriated for the construction of oil facilities (a process referred to by the oil companies as "land take"). This land is taken under Nigerian laws which are both difficult to interpret definitively and provide for an extraordinary level of government control over land use and transfer. Although the Nigerian constitution provides that no right or interest in property may be acquired compulsorily except under a law providing for the payment of prompt compensation and for the amount of compensation to be determined by a court of law or other tribunal, this right has been substantially eroded in practice by laws passed by successive military governments. 

The principal statute governing real property in Nigeria is the 1978 Land Use Act (originally Decree No. 6 of 1978), which provides that:

all land comprised in the territory of each State in the Federation are [sic] hereby vested in the Governor of that State and such land shall be held in trust and administered for the use and common benefit of all Nigerians.

Under this law, land in urban areas is under the control and management of the state governor; all other land falls under the control of the local government authority. The governor has the absolute right to grant "statutory rights of occupancy" to any land, to issue "certificates of occupancy," and to demand payment of rental for that land. Local governments have the right to grant "customary rights of occupancy" to land not in urban areas. While the law is largely ignored in rural areas, where residents treat the land as their own, any transfer of occupancy rights theoretically requires the consent of the governor or local government authority. Equally, the governor may revoke a right of occupancy for reasons of "overriding public interest." Overriding public interest is defined in section 28 of the act to include "the requirement of the land for mining purposes or oil pipelines or for any purpose connected therewith." In addition, and in common with other military decrees suspending the provisions of the constitution or ousting the jurisdiction of the courts to inquire into executive acts, the Land Use Act is stated to have effect "notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any law or rule of law, including the Constitution ... and ... no court shall have jurisdiction to inquire into any question concerning or pertaining to the amount or adequacy of any compensation paid or to be paid under this Act." The 1979 constitution itself specifically provides that nothing in the constitution shall invalidate the Land Use Decree. 

If land is acquired for mining purposes, the Land Use Act provides that the occupier is entitled to compensation as provided under the Minerals Act or the Mineral Oils Act (now superseded by the Petroleum Act). If compensation is due to a community, it may be paid "to the community," "to the chief or leader of the community to be disposed of by him for the benefit of the community," or "into some fund specified by the Military Governor for the purpose of being utilised or applied for the benefit of the community." The Petroleum Act (originally Decree No. 51 of 1969), however, makes no provision for compensation to be paid for land acquisition. Section 1 of the act vests the entire ownership and control of all petroleum in, under or upon any land within the country or beneath its waters in the state. Although the act requires the holders of oil exploration licenses, oil prospecting licenses or oil mining leases to pay "fair and adequate compensation for the disturbance of surface or other rights" to the owner or occupier of any land or property, nothing is due for expropriation of the land itself; thus for properties acquired since the Land Use Act came into effect rent is paid to the federal government only. Since oil is federal property, land occupiers are entitled to no royalties for oil extracted from their land. 

The Oil Pipelines Act, dating from 1956 but since amended, provides for compensation both in respect of surface rights and in respect of the loss of value of the land affected by a pipeline. Disputes as to the compensation due may be referred to court, which "shall award such compensation as it considers just," taking into account not only damage to buildings, crops, and "economic trees," but also damage caused by negligence or disturbance, and the loss in value of the land or interests in the land. 

Land is acquired by the oil companies for oil operations from the Nigerian government under these laws, which in practice allow the government to expropriate land for the oil industry with no effective due process protections for those whose livelihoods may be destroyed by the confiscation of their land. While Human Rights Watch recognizes that every government has the right to acquire land for public purposes, those affected should have the right to voice opposition to the acquisition, to challenge it before an impartial court, and to obtain adequate compensation. In practice, the decision as to the land that will be expropriated and the determination of such compensation as will be paid appears to be made by the oil industry itself. 
According to Shell internal documentation, the oil company must first notify the government of the intention and purpose of a proposed acquisition, based on its own surveys of the area. The oil company also identifies the owners/occupiers of the land, notifies them of its intentions, and agrees a date for assessment of the property. Compensation for surface rights is valued in accordance with government rates which vary according to whether land is cultivated and what structures, fishponds, "economic trees," or other assets are present. Valuations are approved by the Divisional Land Board. Once compensation payments have been made to the occupiers for the surface rights, a one-off payment, a permit to take possession of the land is granted to the oil company. SPDC states that its operations have taken approximately 280 square kilometers of land, or 0.3 percent of the total area of the Niger Delta and that measures are being undertaken to reduce the land taken, such as the introduction of "horizontal drilling," and to rehabilitate land no longer needed, for example by replanting land cleared for seismic surveys. 


While the total land take may seem small by these figures, the effect of land confiscation under the legal regime in place can be very serious for those affected. Since the Land Use Act and the other relevant law provides local communities with very limited rights over land they have traditionally used, both government agencies and private companies are largely able to ignore customary land use rights, in the oil areas as

elsewhere. Because the government has complete control over land, it is easy for oil companies to ignore local concerns and to fail to ensure that local communities are fully consulted. Decisions relating to use of land are completely taken out of the hands of those who have lived on and used it for centuries. Moreover, whatever the total effect of land expropriations, the effect on individual landholders can be devastating, in some cases even destroying livelihoods, especially since there is heavy pressure on cultivable land across the oil producing regions. Community members also have a strong conviction, based on traditional land use arrangements, that the community in general should be compensated for land take and disturbance caused by oil activities

Doomsday Scenarios: Sea-level Rise 
Several related studies have revealed trends in global warming and their possible impact on sea-level rise in West Africa and Nigeria. According to one such study funded by the Swedish Academy of Sciences in the mid nineties, the Niger Delta is particularly at risk because of its low elevation over extensive areas. The risks are also high because erosion and flooding are widespread and severe in many areas. 
A projected sea-level rise of about one metre this century would trigger flooding over about 18,000 square kilometres or two percent of the country's land area. This is the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) scenario. Should this happen, much of the present economic activities in the delta region including oil and gas production, agriculture and fisheries would be disrupted. Up to 80 percent of the region's population would be forced to migrate to higher ground and property damage is estimated to exceed 20 billion dollars. Even the most conservative scenario, a sea-level rise of 20 centimetres would put an area of over 2,700 square kilometres at risk.
CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES 
Persistent flames of passion in the Niger Delta and ad-hoc stakeholders, (federal government, oil companies) piecemeal responses and interventions warrant clearly defined, credible policy focus, framework and institutions that have the continuity to effect short, medium, and long-term environmental conservation and regional development programmes in the Niger Delta. 
The development concept has to expand beyond satisfying parochial oil-community demands; and be positioned within a national socio-economic development matrix, in which case the delta is made to offer opportunities and attractions to all Nigerians in a manner comparable with Lagos and Abuja. 
A broader mind-set is required, taking cognizance of the fact that investments and developments usually do not just fly into any region; but, rather, have to be purveyed through vendors who must first have confidence in the security of life, property and investments. The Oil Mineral Producing Areas Development Commission (OMPADEC) that was established in 1992 failed in both confidence-building and capacity-building because, since it had no planning and executive ability, it tended to rely more on contractors to define and implement its conservation and development mandates. The result was a colossal failure. 
The establishment of the Special Project Division in the Presidency for the Niger Delta, and the Presidential Committee on Development Options for the Niger Delta was public admissions of defective planning or lack of it, which these special presidential ad-hoc bodies were meant to address. Research institutes and well-funded universities are needed in the Niger Delta to generate conservation and development data and action plans; and monitor them. 
Since the Niger Delta region stagnated over a period of four decades of oil production, during which the population groveled in poverty, the lists of community demands are endless, confused and conflicting. Environmental conservation issues that have to be prioritized and tackled in the Niger Delta include agricultural land degradation, flooding, fisheries depletion, deforestation, biodiversity loss, Nipa palm invasion, water hyacinth proliferation, toxic and hazardous waste, oil spillage and pollution, sewage disposal and municipal solid waste disposal. 
There is an acute shortage of infrastructural development in the Niger Delta, in which case strategies are urgently needed to provide roads and transportation (land and water); potable water; elec tricity; telecommunications; housing; reclaimed land; planned settlements (towns); finished petrole um products distribution depots and pipelines; as well as health and educational facilities. 
But sustainable Human settlement development of the Niger Delta will hinge on massive government and private sector participation in the provision of houses and the adequate compensation of the citizens when their properties are being taken by oil exploring companies. Adequate measures has to be taken in the provision of infrastructures that will make living more comfortable for the poor masses among Niger Deltans. 


Unhealthy Competition-Between EIA&FEPA 
The Environmental Impact Assessment Act (Decree No. 86 of 1992) requires an environmental impact assessment (EIA) to be carried out "where the extent, nature or location of a proposed project or activity is such that it is likely to significantly affect the environment. The public and private sector are enjoined to give "prior consideration" to the environmental effects of any activity before it is embarked upon. An EIA is compulsory in certain cases, including oil and gas fields development and construction of oil refineries, some pipelines, and processing and storage facilities. The carrying out of EIAs is policed by the Federal Environmental Protection Agency, and by state environmental protection agencies. 
As with the rest of the regulatory framework governing protection of the environment in Nigeria, there is in practice little enforcement of the requirements to carry out EIAs, either by FEPA or by the DPR's regulatory arm, the Petroleum Inspectorate, and virtually no quality control over the assessments carried out. As one study concluded: "Most state and local government institutions involved in environmental resource management lack funding, trained staff, technical expertise, adequate information, analytical capability and other pre-requisites for implementing comprehensive policies and programmes. In the case of the oil industry, overlapping mandates and jurisdiction between FEPA and the DPR frequently contribute to counterproductive competition. Which on the long run do not seems to augur well for the NigerDeltans. 


Decision-Making: Progress Made in the area of implementation. 
Efforts have been made to provide land requirements for human settlement development through sustainable physical planning and land use. A major action in this direction is the on-going review of the 1978 Land Use Act. The review is geared towards making land resources more readily accessible for sustainable human settlement development. A new statute will be put in place after the review. The Nigerian Urban and Regional Planning Law was promulgated in 1992 to regulate and guide spatial planning at all levels of government. The Federal statute has been adopted and is being implemented nationwide as a model for other levels of government.
Nigeria has witnessed a rapid rate of urbanization in the last two decades. It is estimated that over 40% of the Nigerian population now live in urban areas. The rapid rate of urbanization has brought with it some significant problems including a shortage of housing, overcrowding, traffic congestion, environmental degradation, inadequate infrastructure and services, etc. In recognition of these problems, the National Rolling Plans since 1990 have factored in National Housing Policy instruments for implementing the National Housing Programme. Furthermore, the National Housing Fund and an Infrastructural Development Fund have been put in place to facilitate the attainment of the goals of sustainable human settlement in the country. The Habitat Agenda adopted by over 171 governments including Nigeria provided a roadmap to resolving the problems of a fast urbanizing world, setting out approaches and strategies towards the achievement of sustainable development of the world's urban areas. Five years after the Habitat II Conference was held in Istanbul, Turkey, it is indeed very appropriate for member states to meet once again to evaluate the progress made in the implementation of the recommendations and strategies adopted at that Conference to guide the development of our human settlements. 


What Need to be done.
a) adopt an integrated approach to the provision of water, electricity, sanitation, drainage, and solid waste management; 
b) ensure appropriate implementation and monitoring of master plans for major towns where they exist, and preparation and implementation of new ones where they are non-existent or out of date; 
c) raise awareness on environmental issues needed for sustainable human settlements; 

d) commence and ensure the implementation of the National plan of action for sustainable human settlement development in Nigeria;
e) improve rural economies through the development of cottage and agro-allied industries to create job opportunities for rural dwellers, and thereby stem the tide of rural-urban migration; 
f) provide not less than 75% of rural communities with social amenities to stimulate and sustain self-reliant development to curb rural-urban migration; g) strengthen institutions with a view to make them more responsive and accountable; ensure effective implementation and enforcement of all existing relevant sectoral laws, standards, and regulations that make for sustainable human settlements especially as it regards to oil exploration in the NigerDelta.
h) encourage private sector and community participation in urban renewal activities, housing, and infrastructural provision; 
i) develop and implement guidelines and put in place appropriate institutional arrangements for effective land resources management;
j) establish a National Human Settlement Data Bank (SHSDB) to provide baseline information that can be used to better plan for sustainable human settlements;
k) renew all existing slum areas and prevent conditions that may lead to the development of new ones;
l) promote the development of parks and gardens, and ensure retention of adequate natural green areas within human settlements to maintain ecological balance and amenity;
m) promote efficient and affordable transportation within urban and rural areas; 
n) promote easy access to land, especially for low income families; and 
o) improve the revenue base for human settlement management. 


Policy Directions:
The example from the NigerDelta describes a neighbourhood level intervention. At a city management and policy level, actions leading to reduced risk of environmental degradation also need to be taken. In livelihoods-speak, the structures and processes that control access of the poor to income and resources need to be aware of the risks that poor urban dwellers face, and take steps to reduce them. To these ends most good urban programming works at both neighbourhood and policy formulation levels. Much urban legislation however still results, if sometimes unintentionally, in increased vulnerability of the poor:. Astonishingly, despite decades of oil exploration and production, neither the oil companies nor the Nigerian government have funded the scientific research that would allow an objective assessment of the damage caused by oil exploration and production. . A comprehensive and independent assessment of the impact of the oil industry on the ecology and communities of the Niger Delta that involves communities themselves in the process is badly needed; the NDES was the first attempt to carry out such an assessment, but its structure was always problematic for this task and it has apparently failed. Government has to carry everybody, the oil companies and various regulatory bodies along in so many environmental assessment visits.There has to be integration of human settlement issues into all development  planning and decision making at all levels of government.

There is every need to encourage youths to be actively involve in different Human settlement projects in their communities.Government and the private sectors especially the oil companies need to set up funds to enable students and youths to embark on a postgraduate programs in areas which has to do with Sustainable development espectially with human settlement,so as to strengthen their capacity inorder to put them in a sustainable development path.

Young people has to be funded to participate in different events that will assist in their growth and development(Capacity Building).

Different Television and Radio programs that promote sustainable development has to be encourage by the government so that youths will be involve in so many discussions and debates.

The bottom line is that young people should be funded in their various projects on sustainable development. 

Conclusion
Government should Implement all the protocols sign and also implement all the agreement based on Agenda 21 of UNCED
They various regulatory bodies.which include Federal environmental protection Agency(FEPA) and The Department of Petroleum Resources (DPR) should be well strengthened so as to regulate the practices of oil companies in the NigerDelta.

There should be an Increase in tree-planting exercise whilst intensifying the campaign Government should jump-start a participatory approach towards housing the poor through a joint effort by the public and private sectors as well as the community.

Comments should all be forwarded to m-jerry@takingitglobal.org,sahacaan@yahoo.com
And also to our regional secretariate…  iycosd_info@yahoo.com
